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Fun for all at Fall Fest & 5K Run
Tatamy Borough’s first Fall Festival
and 5K Fun Run proved to be a
success. Many residents came out to
enjoy a fun run, then head over to the
festival in the empty lot behind
Tatamy Take-out on Broad Street for
some food and listen to some live
music on Oct. 22.
“I thought they were both hugely
successful and
something to be very
proud of,” said Mayor
Jim Pallante, one of
the organizers. “Our
goal was to create
some new events
that would be
enjoyable, sociable
and memorable for
the residents of
Tatamy and I think
we did that.”
The day started off
with a 5K Fun Run in
the morning when it
was still cool and
comfortable.
“I couldn’t have been
more pleased with
the turnout and how
well the Tatamy
Police, the Public
Works Department,
and the Tatamy
Volunteer Fire
Department along

Top: Mayor Jim Pallante introduces Ryan Sherman, the first singer performing at the Fall
Festival. Sunflowers and other fall flowers decorated the tables where people gathered to
listen to music and enjoy a snack.
Bottom left: Council member Tim Frey and his daughter, Emelia Frey, use sidewalk chalk on
the portion of Broad Street closed for the festival. On the right, Deanne Werkheiser and her
daughter, Sarah Richline, dance in the street to some DJ music between acts.
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with their partners from Nazareth and Forks
did guaranteeing the runners’ safety at the
major intersections along the course,”
Pallante said. “The participants said they all
loved the course, adding that it was a
challenging course but well organized and
quite scenic with all the fall colors,
especially along the Tatamy Trail.”
The Fall Festival started up about an hour
later and it all came together as planned,
Pallante said.
“The setup, the music, the performers, the
food and desserts, the drinks, the vendors,
kids having fun, and the great weather, it
was all good! I can’t wait to do it again next
year,” Pallante said.
The festival had four music performers with
disc jockey Terry Cressman providing music
between the sets. Ryan Sherman started off
the day at noon, followed by Melody Cruz at
1 p.m. At 2 p.m., Gene Cullison took the
stage provided to the borough by C.F.
Martin & Co., and Alex Obeid was the last
performer of the day.
The Bushkill Township K9 Police Unit was
also on hand for a presentation and
demonstration of all the canine officers can
do. Borough Manager Mark Saginario
volunteered to get suited up for the
demonstration of when the dog has to
physically stop someone fleeing officers.
The video of the demonstration is on
Tatamy Borough’s Facebook page.
“The Fun Run and the Fall Fest defined
exactly what a community event should
be,” Pallante said. “Everyone was involved
including the borough administrative staff,
the police department, the public works
department, the volunteer fire department,
the historical society, our council, and
various borough committees, our local
businesses, and of course our residents.”
The vendors included Tatamy Take-Out,
Mercer on Main, Raw Winery, Blue Steel
Vodka, Mon & Mel’s Sweet Scoops,
Tatamy Historic Society, Fidelity Bank and
Simply Soy and Scent.

Top: Nancy
Werkheiser is
ready to help
customers at the
Tatamy Historical
Society’s tent.
Middle: Tatamy
Volunteer Fire
Co. was on hand
to display the
trucks, accept
donations, and
recruit
volunteers.
Bottom: A
Bushkill Twp.
Officer talks
about the dog
commands.
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“A special thanks to the sponsors who helped make it happen,” Pallante said. They include: C.F.
Martin & Co., Tuskes Homes, Fidelity Bank, Aunt Wendy’s Kiffles, Mon & Mel’s Sweet Scoops, and
Flows.com/Assured Automation.

At right, Raw Winery opened its doors to festival goers. On the left, people check out the food at Mersin on Main’s tent
at the Tatamy Fall Festival.

Meet the Council President: Robert Hayes
Like many people who serve their communities as council members and
supervisors, Tatamy Borough Council President Robert Hayes got his start on
a volunteer board before being elected to council. Hayes started on the
Planning Commission in 2006.
From there, he was elected to council seat and has been serving the
community for 14 years. This is his third term as president of the council.
Hayes said he wanted to be on council because he thinks “a well-rounded
council should have members with varying backgrounds.
“As an architect, starting on the Planning Commission, I thought I could be an
asset, particularly regarding design, construction and engineering,” he said.
A resident of Tatamy for 26 years, Hayes lives here with his wife of 40 years.
She is a nurse in an out-patient surgery center. They have two grown children: Lindsay, 31, is an
interior designer living in Coopersburg; and Michael, 33, is a project manager for a construction
company in Winston-Salem, N.C.
Hayes said he has mixed feelings about how Tatamy has changed over the years. On one hand, he
laments about the loss of being a rural community.
“As we all know, Tatamy is not the bedroom community it was when we all moved here. The farmland
and quiet is gone, replaced by warehouses and traffic,” he said. “It’s inevitable and happens
everywhere. My regret is that council could not have had more say regarding planning. It would have
been great to retain an iconic structure, such as the old barn on Eighth and Main as a landmark and
developed around it.”
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Most of the land being developed commercially in Tatamy, actually isn’t in Tatamy at all. It’s in Palmer
Township. Even Main Street isn’t under the control of the borough. It’s controlled by the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, because it is actually a state route.
It’s not all bad. Hayes is also proud of the positive changes in Tatamy.
These include moving the police department to the first floor of the municipal building, so that
perpetrators can enter through a side entrance and not walk through the building. And it includes
making natural gas available to all residents, making online payment of taxes and sewer payments
possible, and establishing the Tatamy Bike and Walk Trail.
“I think we already have accomplished a great deal! The borough has progressed tremendously in all
aspects,” he said.

Barber reminisces about 55 years in business
For 73 years, Charlie’s Barber Shop has
been open on Main Street in Tatamy.
Charlie DeNardo isn’t there anymore, but
his business partner Albert Fedon is.
Albert has worked in the shop since
September 1967 – 55 years.
“He treated me great,” Albert said about
Charlie, whom he worked with for 41
years.
Even after Charlie retired and turned the
business over to Albert, he’d still come in
and do a couple haircuts or go get the
mail.
On a shelf sits a slate plaque given to
Charlie by the Lion’s Club in honor of his
55th anniversary of being in business.
The floors creaked as Albert walks over to
point out a picture of Charlie cutting his
hair.
“If Charlie would have made it one more
year, he would have made it 60 years in
this building,” Albert said.
Charlie passed away in 2008.
“I knew him when I was a kid,” Albert said.

Above: Albert Fedon has
worked in this barber shop
for 55 years and doesn’t
have any plans to retire.
On the left: The slate honors
Charlie DeNardo, Albert’s
predecessor, and his 55
years in business. They
worked together in the shop
for 41 years.

Charlie’s oldest son and Albert’s brother
graduated from high school together. He
also knew him from church. Charlie sang
in the church choir at St. Joseph’s in Wind
Gap, when his mom was the organist.
The church has since combined with St. Elizabeth in Pen Argyl.
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“I know the whole family,” Albert said.
Like Charlie, Albert travels down to
Tatamy from the Slate Belt to work five
days a week at the age of 78. Charlie was
from Wind Gap, and Albert lives in
Bangor.
“When he first came here, the building
was a real estate office. Chet Mengle was
the realtor,” Albert said.
Walking through the shop doors is almost
like stepping back in time with the original
barber chairs and the cash register looks
like an antique as well. Albert has left the
shop pretty much the way it was when
Charlie was there.
Through the picture window of his shop,
Albert has seen the changes in Tatamy
over the time. The once sleepy, rural
community with one stop light and it
blinked has changed.
“It’s grown for sure,” Albert said. “With the
interchange, it’s traffic all the time.”
Inside the shop, it’s quieter. Haircuts are
$15, and customers are by appointment
only. Albert said he prefers to have one
customer at a time, so he can talk with
him and isn’t rushed because there’s a
line of men waiting. Afterall, he got into
cutting hair because he likes to talk to
people.

Albert Fedon sits in one of the original barber chairs in his shop on
Main Street in Tatamy. The shop has been there for 73 years.

“I liked it when I was going for a haircut, and I always got along with everybody, so I just thought it
would be a nice trade to take up, “ Albert said.
He got his training at the Lehigh Barber School in Allentown.
“I stayed with it, so here I am. There’s not many guys like myself, my age still doing this,” Albert said.
Business is good. It was bit slow in the 1970’s when men were letting their hair grow long, but he gets
about 10 to 15 customers per day now.
As for style, Albert says he does standard men’s haircuts, nothing trendy.
“I’m an old-time barber, basically. The newer stuff that is out now, I can do some of that stuff but not
the real fancy stuff,” Albert said.
Albert’s wife doesn’t say much of anything to him about retiring.
“She says, ‘Maybe you can retire when you’re 80.’ That would be in two years. I think she’s glad that
I’m working,” Albert said. “I never really thought about retiring. I’m hoping to stay as long as my health
is good.”
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Charlie’s Barber Shop is located at 758 Main St. and is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. It’s closed on Sunday and
Wednesday, and don’t try to call when he’s closed, because there isn’t any answering machine.
When it’s open though, call 610-250-0673 for an appointment. Remember, no walk-ins.

Historical Society hosts tree lighting ceremony
The Tatamy Historical Society held its annual
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in the evening
on Sunday, Dec 4 at the borough building, followed
by a reception at St. Peter's Church next door.
“It was a wonderful return to our pre-Covid
tradition,” said Mayor Jim Pallante. “It was great
seeing all the kids and the families that span
multiple generations here in Tatamy.”
The event opened with lighting of the Christmas tree
by Nancy Werkheiser, and the singing of carols.
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived by fire truck to a
welcoming crowd of about 140 people including
wide-eyed children.
“Santa and Mrs. Claus were a big hit and it was a
joy to see how excited the kids were to meet them,”
Pallante said.

Tatamy’s
Christmas
tree is on
display
every
evening
outside the
municipal
office.
Nancy
Werkheiser
was given
the honor
of turning
on the tree
lights at
the
ceremony.

Santa led the group to St. Peter’s Church where he
listened to the children’s wishes and visited with
everyone. Refreshments were available.
“A special thanks to the Tatamy Historical Society
for organizing the event, to St. Peter's Church for
hosting, and to the Tatamy Fire Company for
transporting Santa and Mrs. Claus in style,” Pallante
said.
The event was sponsored by the Tatamy Historical
Society, which began the event in the early 1990’s
with a tree that was planted in memory the historical
society’s co-founder, William Carling, said Deanne
Werkheiser, the president of the historical society.
“It has become an annual tradition to ring in the
holiday season,” she said. “Everyone has a great
time.”
The historical society was aided by the Tatamy
Volunteer Fire Co. and the Tatamy Police
Department. The 8-foot Christmas tree was from

Brinley Lester joined the fun for the evening dressed
as an elf. And Mayor Jim Pallante had a chat with
Santa Claus.
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Unangst Tree Farm in Bath. Mayor Pallante and
Ryan McGinley, the director of the Tatamy Public
Works Department went there and cut it down for
the borough.
“We wish everyone a holiday filled with love and
happiness,” Deanne said. “Many thanks to the
Mayor, Ryan McGinley and his staff, the Tatamy
Fire Co., Terry Cressman, Ethan Cressman, Chuck
and Wanda Werkheiser, Nancy Werkheiser, Sarah
Richline, Pam and Amanda Pearson, Phil Cohen
and everyone who made the evening so special.”

Upcoming Holiday Event
The Tatamy Borough 2022 Santa Program is
accepting the names of children in Tatamy and
their ages who would like to have a visit from
Santa Claus at their homes on Sunday, Dec. 18.
Santa will be making the visits between noon and
5 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the Tatamy Borough
Police Department, Tatamy Volunteer Fire Co.
and the Tatamy Borough Council.
Registration and a wrapped gift for the child is due
Dec. 12. It can be left at the police department
or borough office. Call 610-252-2260 or
610-252-7123 for more information.

From left to right, Sarah Richline and Deanne Werkheiser
stand beside Santa Claus (Chuck Werkheiser). Kaylin
Ayers sits on Santa’s lap, with Mrs. Claus (Wanda
Werkheiser) and Nancy Werkheiser behind her.
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•
Mason Renna meets Santa Claus for at the reception
after the Christmas Tree lighting on Dec. 4.

•

Office Address: 423 Broad St.,
P.O. Box 218, Tatamy, PA 18085-0218
Phone: 610-252-7123
Website: www.tatamypa.com
Email: borough.office@tatamypa.com
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Wednesday by appointment.
Police Department office: 610-252-2260
Mayor: James Pallante
Council President: Robert Hayes
Borough Manager: Mark Saginario
Administrator: Kellie Nolder
Newsletter: Kristine Porter
Borough Council meetings – first Monday
at 7 p.m.
Sewer Authority – second Thursday at
7:30 p.m.
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